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landlords. Arbitrary power, lawlessness, bribery and   violence were-
rife throughout the village administration.

The colonization of Georgia and Transcaucasia proceeded apace
in the second half of the 19th century. The best lands were handed over
to the Russian colonists to the detriment of the local peasants who
were left practically landless. The royal family occupied the richest
vineyards in Kakhetia, The Caucasian viceroy,a brother of Alexander,
seized the famous health resort of Borzhom while the tsar himself
took possession of the health resort of Abbas-Tuman.

The peasants of Georgia stubbornly resisted the tsarist colonizers
and Georgian landlords. They refused to pay obrok or to perform their
barshchina services, killed the most unpopular of the landlords, the
kulaks and representatives of the tsarist government authorities.

In the second half of the 19th century mass disturbances broke out
among the peasants in Georgia, In 1875-1876 an uprising broke out m
free Svanetia which had never known serfdom before and refused to
submit to the tsarist officials, A punitive expedition was sent to Svane-
tia and it brutally suppressed the uprising, arresting and exiling its
leaders to Siberia.

Tsarism placed the best   lands of Transcaucasia,   particularly
along the seacoast, under the control of the appanage department and
shared them out to the Russian military and the big  bureaucracy,
The Russian landlords seized the best lands in the Northern  Cauca-
sus as well, cultivating them with non-local labour.

Tsarist colonizers also took possession of the lands in Bashkiria.
The allotment of a Bashkir herdsman was fixed at 30 dessiatins, the
rest being turned over to a state reserve fund. The tsarist officials,
headed by the governor-general, made short work of this fund. More-
over, they forced the Bashkirs "to sell" their land to the Russian land-
lords and capitalists. The Bashkirs "were paid5' from eight to ten
kopeks for a dessiatin of rich black earth. This plundering of the
Bashkiria*) lands under the guise of a "purchase deal" is strikingly
described by Leo Tolstoy in his story How Much Land Does a Man

The Russian buyers of pelts would supply the peoples of Siberia
and the Par North with liquor and obtain their furs for a mere song.
Ruined by this predatory exploitation, the peoples of Siberia and
the Far North were dying out under tsarism.

Tsarist Russia was a prison of the peoples. Tsarism was the execu-
tioner and tyrant of the non-Russian peoples. The numerous non-
Russian peoples were entirely devoid of political rights and were sub-
jected to merciless exploitation, insult and humiliation. The non-
Russian peoples were officially called inorodtsi (aliens). The slightest
manifestation of national independence was ruthlessly crushed.

,This colonial policy of tsarism, however, met with no sympathy